Coordination Process
In Support of Justice Information Sharing: 
Developing a Standards Coordination Process
The success of justice information sharing is greatly facilitated by the development and adoption of a standards coordination process permitting the transparent integration of disparate systems.  Currently, there are numerous standards development efforts underway within the justice community, as well as other sectors such as public safety and transportation, which will undoubtedly impact the overall safety of our citizens.  Therefore, these activities, including those sponsored by industry, deserve close attention and coordination. 
Recognizing this coordination imperative, the Office of Justice Programs (OJP), U.S. Department of Justice (DOJ), sponsored the Justice Information and Technology Standards Coordination meeting in early March 2001.  This event convened over 20 professionals dedicated to facilitating justice information sharing.  Of the standards categories discussed, the group determined information sharing standards as the category requiring the most leadership. 
The meeting goal was to identify a process to advance national justice information sharing standards.  Attendees selected the Global Justice Information Sharing Initiative (Global) Advisory Committee (GAC) as the most appropriate body to support this endeavor.  The participants asked that the GAC―through its Infrastructure/Standards Working Group (ISWG)―work with OJP to coordinate ongoing standards efforts in the justice community.  This process will include cataloging, recognizing, and sharing pertinent standards, as well as facilitating justice agencies' collaboration in standards development efforts. 
Through the collaborative work of the meeting participants, a standards coordination process was developed and subsequently submitted for GAC consideration at the 
March 15, 2001, GAC Meeting.  Committee members unanimously ratified the proposal. 
Upon receiving the support of the GAC, members of ISWG met in May and July 2001 to refine the standards coordination process and discuss attendant issues, such as outreach activities (e.g., notifying the justice community of this valuable resource and soliciting input) and the most appropriate mechanism to house the effort.  ISWG members determined the Global Justice Information Network (Global) Web site as the most logical and accessible vehicle through which to publicize and execute the justice information sharing standards coordination process. 
The process is contained within the Justice Standards Registry (JSR) program, which was presented at the September 20, 2001, GAC meeting.  Committee members unanimously supported the program.  In the near future, the JSR program will be available for viewing, comments, and interaction by the entire justice community on this Global Web site. 
For more on information technology (IT) standards activities not expressly tied to the GAC, visit the Technology Standards section of the OJP IT Web site at www.it.ojp.gov.
