
The Story of Don Cameron 
 
On May 22, 1995, the lengthy criminal career of Donald Cameron came to an end, but not before he 
single handedly exposed the critical need for improving the methods used by justice agencies to share 
information.  Unfortunately it was the death of Sparks, Nevada Police Officer Larry Don Johnson, at 
the hands of Donald Cameron, that prompted the heads of Law Enforcement agencies and government 
officials throughout the State to create the capability of instant notification of parolees and probationers. 
 
Donald Cameron was paroled on April 15, 1995 by the Nevada State Parole Board.  He was required 
to commit himself to the veteran’s hospital for drug treatment.  He never showed up.  The Parole and 
Probation Division was actually seeking contact with Donald Cameron but had been unsuccessful 
locating him. 
 
As it turns out, other agencies had contact with him but the inability to share timely information resulted 
in Donald Cameron slipping through cracks time and time again to remain free to prey on an 
unsuspecting public.  On May 10, 1995, only a few weeks after being paroled, he was arrested by the 
Reno Police Department on felony charges.  Not knowing that he was a parole violator, Cameron was 
allowed to post bail and was released. 
 
Within days of his release, he was treated for a drug overdose but again he was released without his 
status as a parole violator being exposed.  During the days following, he would be involved in numerous 
robberies, the attempted murder of a Parole Officer, and finally the shooting of Officer Johnson. 
 
In a cooperative effort, the Dangerous Offender Notification system was designed, funded, developed 
and implemented within months of the fatal incident.  This system, known as “DONS” in honor of fallen 
Police Officer, Larry “Don” Johnson, provides for the integration of parole and probation information 
with the State warrant notification system to provide parole or probation status to law enforcement 
agencies when a subject is in custody.  Information is also provided to the Parole and Probation 
Division to notify them that a supervised subject has come in contact with another law enforcement 
agency.  During the first few months of operation, the “DONS” was successful in identifying over 2000 
subjects in violation of their conditions of parole or probation. 


