AMBER Alerts and NLETS – The International Justice and Public Safety Information Sharing Network

NLETS – The International Justice and Public Safety Information Sharing Network was created by the principal law enforcement agencies of the states nearly 40 years ago. Since the founding, NLETS’ role has evolved from being primarily an interstate telecommunications service for law enforcement to a more broad-based network servicing the justice and public safety community at the local, state, and federal levels. It is now the preeminent interstate law enforcement network in the nation for the exchange of law enforcement and related justice information.
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Among the many types of transactions passing through NLETS for dissemination to law enforcement and public safety-related agencies is the AMBER Alert. In November of 2004, a workshop was held to produce a new version of the national reference schema for AMBER Alerts based upon the Global Justice XML Data Model (Global JXDM). NLETS has implemented this new standard into its message specifications and is positioned to begin transmitting AMBER Alerts based upon these specifications.

In order to quickly implement this standard, NLETS created an XML specification by importing the new AMBER Alert definition into its standard messaging envelope. NLETS has solicited feedback from its members, recognizing the possibility that additional elements could be desired by its members and added within NLETS’ namespace, if necessary. 

Upon receipt of an XML AMBER Alert from an agency, the NLETS XML Message Router (XMR) will disseminate an AMBER Alert to all recipients. Recipients positioned to receive XML will receive the AMBER Alert XML within an NLETS envelope, identical to what the originating agency sent. For those recipients not yet positioned to receive XML, NLETS will apply an XML Stylesheet to the XML in order to create a text version.


