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NASCIO Announces New Cybersecurity Leadership

(Lexington, KY) – George Newstrom, Secretary of Technology for the Commonwealth of Virginia, is the new chairman of NASCIO’s Cybersecurity Committee.  Secretary Newstrom will be supported by his vice chairman, Larry Kettlewell, Chief Information Security Officer for the State of Kansas.  The Cybersecurity Committee is one of NASCIO’s standing strategic issues committees and includes representatives of state governments and corporate solutions providers from across the nation.

“I look forward to leading an aggressive and productive agenda on behalf of all the states,” said Secretary Newstrom. “The committee will be directing its energy toward establishing an intergovernmental dialogue on cybersecurity.  We will engage our federal, county, and municipal counterparts in a discussion of how we can work collaboratively to fulfill the goals of the national homeland security strategy and have the government sector lead the nation by example when it comes to securing critical information assets.”

Secretary Newstrom was appointed by Governor Mark R. Warner.  The mission of the Secretary of Technology is to advise the Governor on the growth of technology in the global economy and the effective use of information technology in state government. In this role, Secretary Newstrom serves as both CIO for the Commonwealth and chief strategist for raising Virginia's visibility in the global technology marketplace. He brings 28 years of experience as a private-sector executive at EDS to that role.  He currently serves as chairman of the board of the World Information Technology and Services Alliance (WITSA).  Prior to joining EDS he served in the United States Marine Corps as a communications and electronics officer.

"I am extremely pleased that Secretary Newstrom has assumed leadership of this group," said Gerry Wethington, NASCIO president and chief information officer for the State of Missouri. “His reputation as a global leader in both private and public-sector IT gives NASCIO a rare opportunity to bring together cybersecurity experts across the levels of government.  He will be well supported by Mr. Kettlewell who brings a wealth of experience from Kansas state government.  His background in national intelligence has been crucial to the development of our Interstate Information Sharing and Analysis Center concept, which we intend to advance further this year.”

Mr. Kettlewell’s 30-year career spans a record of system and program management and oversight in the private sector and in the defense and intelligence arenas.  He currently serves as Chief Information Security Officer for the Kansas State Government. He also serves as Co-chairman of the Information Technology Security Council—the state’s highest level IT security advisory body.  Prior to joining state government, Mr. Kettlewell served as a staff member to, the then Chairman, Senator Barry Goldwater (R-AZ) on the U.S. Senate Select Committee on Intelligence.  He later served as staff member to Senator Orrin Hatch (R-UT) and as a core staff member to Senator David Boren (D-OK) on the same committee.  Mr. Kettlewell attained the rank of Captain in the U.S. Army Special Forces where he was involved in unconventional warfare and special operations.

NASCIO represents the state chief information officers from the 50 states, six U.S. territories and the District of Columbia. Members include cabinet and senior level state officials responsible for information resource management. Other IT officials participate as associate members and private sector representatives may become corporate members. 

# # # #

For more information please contact NASCIO Programs and Communications Coordinator Beth Roszman at (859) 514-9167.

Association Management Resources, Inc. (AMR) provides NASCIO with full management services. For more information about AMR visit www.amrinc.net.
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